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By the middle of 1914, Franco was in the midst of
the fighting, and this time it was no mere isolated
action. It was, in fact, the beginning of a period
lasting nearly two years in which it was necessary
for Spain to wage almost constant guerrilla warfare
with the Raisuni Franco had no rest from it.
The quality of such North African fighting is
quite unique. In the first place the native starts
with several intrinsic,advantages over the European
he is trying to drive out. His knowledge of the
terrain is inherent; born to the climate he does not
suffer from its rigours; and above all the desert
holds no mysteries for him and can consequently
fill him with no irrational fear. The European can
only overcome these advantages of his enemy, by
superior discipline among troops, by an acquired
knowledge of terrain among officers, by a high
standard of physical fitness, and by the maintenance
of such a code as will extol courage above all other
virtues, and ruthlessly exclude fear in face of the
obviously unnerving dangers which the type of
fighting presents. Franco's was exactly the type of
mentality likely to assimilate such' lessons most
readily. And now, while still in his early twenties,
he underwent two years of the most intense
emotional and physical experiences which left their
stamp on him so firmly that the doctrines of disci-
pline, tactical competence, fitness and bravery, all
good servants of his own military ambition, gave